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Appropriate Level of Protection (ALOP)

m The level of protection deemed appropriate by
the Member [country] establishing a sanitary or
phytosanitary measure to protect human,
animal or plant life or health within its territory
(SPS Agreement)
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S
Food Safety Objective

FSO: BEERORmEXE BRE (RER)

m EZ: The maximum frequency and/or
concentration of a hazard in a food at the
time of consumption that provides or
contributes to the appropriate level of
protection (ALOP).’
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m f5]: FSO = L. monocytogenes (LB FAHE
mOERBRIZ100/g B AN L

T Codex Procedural Manual Ver.14
DEFINITIONS OF RISK ANALYSIS TERMS RELATED TO FOOD SAFETY
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PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT AND APPLICATION OF
MICROBIOLOGICAL CRITERIA RELATED TO FOODS

CAC/GL 21 - 1997

Revised and renamed 2013

4.9 MovinGg WINDOW

38. In a moving window approach a sufficient number of sample units (n) is collected for a defined period of time (the
“‘window™). The results of the latest n sample units are compared with the microbiological limit(s) (m, M) using the acceptance
number ¢. Each time a new result from the sampling period is available, it is added to the window while the oldest result is
removed, creating the "moving window”. This approach can also be applied to a set of results, e.g. results obtained during a
week_ The window, always consisting of n results, moves one result or set of results forward in time. In determining the size of
the moving window consideration should be given to the combination of the production frequency and sample frequency
necessary to obtain a sufficient number of results that enables appropriate verification of performance of a process or a food
safety control system.

39. The moving window approach is a practical and cost beneficial way of checking continuous microbiological performance
of a process or a food safety control system. As in the traditional point-in-time approach commonly used in connection with

microbiological criteria, the moving window determines the acceptability of the performance so that appropriate interventions
can be made in case of unacceptable shifts in control.

40. The length of the moving window should be appropriate to enable corrective action to be taken in a timely manner. If
more than ¢ out of n results is above the limit m, or the limit A is exceeded, then comrective action is required.

41. The moving window approach should not be confused with trend analysis, which is described in the following section.
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Microbiological Criterion
MC: M EMR 1S EE ((RER)

m EZ: A microbiological criterion is a risk
management metric, which indicates the
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