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Update of Achievements and
future issues of Food Safety
Commission of Japan (FSCJ)

EFSA - FSCJ Meeting

28 November, 2012
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Establishment of FSCJ

»Food Safety Basic Act was enforced (16 May 2003)

—based on the simple recognition that the protection of
health of our citizen is a top priority

»Introduction of Risk Analysis Principle to food safety
administration

»FSCJ was established as a part of Japanese Cabinet Office,
independently from risk managing ministries (1 July 2003 )

»FSCJ’ s Mission is to implement science based risk
assessments in an objective, neutral and impartial manner
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How to protect public health through food safety

(Principle of Risk Analysis)

// 5G] \ MHLW, MAFF, CAA
X . and other related agencies |

Examination and
evaluation of
food safety

A\

Set the standards for use,
maximum residue limits, etc.

Scientific background

Scientific Neutral and

knowledge Impartial position Administrative plan Cost effectiveness

Public opinion

|mp|ement of Technical feasibility

K Risk Assessment // K Risk Management /
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Risk Communication
Sharing risk-related information and opinion exchanges among
stakeholders, including consumers.
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FSCJ Organization

(" Food Safety Commission: Commissioners )
Susumu Kumagai (Chairperson)
Hiroshi Satoh (Deputy Chairperson), Yasushi Yamazoe (Deupty Chairperson),
Kunitoshi Mitsumori (Deputy Chairperson)

Katsue Ishii, Kiyoko Kamiyasuhira, Masatsune Murata )
ﬁxpert Committees (Approximately 200 experts served) \
- Planning - Microorganisms and Viruses |
- Prions - Biological
- Food additives i - Natural toxins and mycotoxins| Materials
- Pesticides )
- Veterinary medicines _ Chemical - Genetically modified foods
- Apparatus and containers/ Substances - Novel foods _ Novel
packages - Feed, fertilizers, etc Foods
kChemical and Contaminants_ - /
Secretariat \

- Director-General

- Deputy Director-General

- General Affairs Division

- Recommendation and Public Relations Division

- Information and Emergency Response Division

- Director for Risk Communication

kDirector for Risk Assessment /
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Deliberation

Consider public opinion/information
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IS/ TOES

(BRI TATIAMER) (92) (49)
LEZME-FEXME 60 51
RE-BFHAK 16 6
WEB-I4IA 8 7

PAY. 16+ 1 (15 countries) 13 + 13countries
MNUE-BREF 8 6
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Risk Assessment Achievements

Number of requests Number of
Classification _(The number indicated completed
MO eementy 9 assessments
Food additives 131 115
Pesticides 847 497
| (Including positive list-related pesticide) | @) |  am |
Veterinary medicines 339 281
| (Including positive list-related vim) | (92 | @9 |
Chemical substances/contaminants 60 51
Apparatus and containers/packages 16 6
Microorganisms/viruses 8 7
Prions 16+ 1 (15 countries) 13 + 13countries
Natural toxins/mycotoxins 8 6
Genetically modified foods, etc. 169 148
Novel foods, etc. 76 71
Feed, fertilizers, etc. 150 64
(Positive list-related feed+etc. included) (92) (28)
Other 6 4
Total 1,827 1,276

(As of November 2012)
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Case Examples of Risk Assessment (1)

Effects on human health of current countermeasures
against BSE in Japan

Food—borne pathogenic microorganism

Cattle meat and offal imported to Japan

Lead in food, apparatus and containers/packaging
materials*

Deoxynivalenol and nivalenol (mycotoxin)

Ochratoxin A (mycotoxin) *

Arsenic (organic/inorganic) in food*

Aluminium

Acrylamide produced in the heating process*
Substances that are internationally proven safe and widely

used in the world (Triethyl citrate, etc.) *

* Assessments in progress
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Case Examples of Risk Assessment (2)

Assessment of risk variations derived from revision of current
countermeasures against BSE in Japan
Radionuclides in food
Trans fatty acids in food
Enterohemorrhagic £. coli and Salmonella spp.
in beef for eating raw
Madder color (food additive)
Methylmercury in seafood (contaminant)
Ensuring human health protection in current circumstances
where cadmium is ingested from food (contaminant)
Food products of cloned animals from somatic cell nucleus
(novel foods)
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Case Examples of
provision of information on food safety

Providing Scientific Information to the public through
website

ePer—fluorocarbon compounds

*Organotin compounds

*Fluorocarbon polymers

eIntrinsic nitrate in food

*Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons in food
[rradiated food

oEffects of excessive intake of Vitamin A
*Brucellosis

(As of November 2012)
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Risk Communication Activities

Commission and Expert Committee meetings are basically open to the

public and the meeting minutes and relevant information are available on

the website.

Public meetings :499 times

Calls for information and public opinion regarding

risk assessments, etc. : 726 times

Food Safety Monitors’ meeting : 96times

Opinion exchange meetings between Commission members and
consumer groups, food businesses, public entities, etc. :38 times
Lectures given at various locations by FSC commissioners :159 times
Information provided in various formats (website, quarterly journal,
brochures, DVDs, etc.)

E—mail magazine distribution : weekly Food Safety Hotline

TEL +81-3-6234-1177
Food Safety Hotline receive inquiries Mor™Fri 10.00™17:00

by telephone or e—mail (except for public and year—end holidays)

1/7/2003 (Establishment of FSCJ) — 30/11/2012
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Enhancing cooperation between
EFSA and FSCJ

December 2009:

Memorandum of Cooperation (MOC) agreed
between EFSA and FSCJ

Ms Catherine Geslain-Lanéelle, Executive Director, EFSA
Dr Naoko Koizumi, Chairperson (at the time), FSCJ

- Exchange of monthly reports
- Exchange of annual strategic implementation plans

- Other information exchanged upon requests
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Response from FSCJ to EFSA

- Deoxynivalenol and Nivalenol (January 2011)
- Aspartame (October 2011)
- Bisphenol A (February 2012)

Response from EFSA to FSCJ
(an example)

- Risk assessment of radionuclides in EU (March 2011)
and others
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Participation in Scientific Meetings and
Seminars

<EFSA's experts participated in seminars organized by FSCJ>

October 2010
Dr Josef Schalatter, Chair, Panel on the Contaminants in Food Chain

< FSCJ’s experts participated in seminars organized by EFSA >

April 2010, Scientific Committee Working Group on Nanotechnologies
Dr Masao Hirose, Commissioner, FSCJ

<Information exchange>
- October 2011, EFSA Stakeholder Meeting

- November 2011, EFSA Scientific Conference on
“Challenging Boundaries in Risk Assessment-Sharing
Experiences”

<Regular meeting>

- EFSA-FSCJ Meeting (28 November, 2012, Tokyo)
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Proposed Future Plan

To further promote information exchange and to enhance
future cooperation between EFSA and FSCJ

Planned Activities for Future

- Next EFSA-FSCJ Meeting (2013)

- FSCJ's 10" anniversary (July 2013)

- Extension of MOC from December 2014
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Thank you !
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