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» Europeans enjoy one of the highest levels of food safety in the
world

» Continued commitment, co-operation and innovation of EU
Institutions and its independent agencies

» For 10 years, EFSA has underpinned the EU’s decisions on
food and feed safety, animal health & welfare, nutrition and
plant health

» extensive scientific work grounded in most up-to-date knowledge,
methodologies and data
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Provide independent scientific advice and
support for EU law/policies on food and feed
safety

Provide independent risk communication

Promote scientific cooperation

Networking
Monitoring
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Enforce food safety legislation

Take charge of food safety/quality controls,
labelling or other such issues

Substitute for national authorities

ommitted since 2002
to ensuring that Europe’s food is safe
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EFSA’s scientists evaluate, assess, advise
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to ensuring that Europe’s food is safe
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Scientific excellence

Independence

Openness
Transparency

Responsiveness
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Combating biological hazards, including zoonoses
— Successful EU response to BSE -> thousands of cases in early 2000, 44 in 2010
— 50% reduction of human Salmonella cases

Nutrition
— Evaluating more than 3,000 health claims

Chemicals in food
— Re-evaluating all food additives
— Mycotoxins, including aflatoxins, in food

Animal health and welfare
— Animal diseases including Bluetongue and avian influenza
— Welfare of animals during transport, welfare of dairy cows and other farm animals...

Pesticides
— 97% compliance with safe levels of pesticide residues in food
— Review of all existing active substances on market before 1993 (+ 120 substances)

18




" EEMRE
" BEENRIV ERERAR
" BOBHDRER

" WS DFREF R OFH AT
BERRE Tt A

" [EMETHEIERY A a3
A= h—vav

Committed since 2002
to ensuring that Europe’s food is safe

BT —I A

A RURy bT—214E
D ikl

LAy 1 D) 7 14 GV
Bl Ry U —2
5365 W)

A5 — 27 IV — D5
7T bl —A

" EUBKBY
= [EIB T )1

= MS & D)1 -> Wil
A T I

P AF— NI —ED
Wh->a-yry -y
— 2 Gt

+ 364 > PR ERO
PN

. T — 5 N X
BaliRk . Z ol

19




INDEPENDENCE...

COOPERATION...

PARTNERSHIP...

= Management Board

= Scientific Panels &
Scientific Committee

= Declarations of interests

= Policy of Independence &
Scientific Decision-Making
Processes

= Accurate and timely risk
communications

Committed since 2002
to ensuring that Europe’s food is safe

= Advisory Forum

= Strategy for cooperation
& networking

Focal Points

Scientific networks

Article 36 cooperation

Stakeholder consultative
platform

= EU agencies

= [nternational cooperation

= Cooperation with MS -
medium-term planning

= Cooperation with
stakeholders -> rolling
work plan

= Article 36 -> increasing
financial support

= Expert database ->
steady growth

= efc...
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The quality of our science is central to
everything we do:

Develop and harmonise
methodologies to
assess risk in the food

chain
Optimise the use
of risk
assessment Strengthen the
capacity in EU scientific basis for

risk assessment
and monitoring

Further develop
EFSA's
scientific advice
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O + 2500 scientific outputs

500t opinion - 2007
.9

1000 opinion - 2009 _ - —
QO Wide remit: Scientific opinions

food and feed, nutrition, animal health and

400
welfare and plant health 350
O Evaluation of regulated products: 250
-> 60% of outputs 200
150
O Scientific expertise across Europe |100 -
50 -
O Impartiality of scientific advice 0 -

d EFSA Journal, Scientific Colloquia, >
International cooperation...
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o Accurate, meaningful, transparent and coherent risk communications in
co-operation with national food safety agencies & European Commission

« Consumer perception on food-related risks:

— High level of trust of EU citizens in scientists (73%) and national and European
food safety agencies (64%) as sources of information

— Majority of EU citizens think public authorities take into account most recent
scientific advice and are quick to act when there is a health problem (63%)

— More concern for chemical contamination of food rather than bacterial
contamination or health and nutrition issues

» Communication strategy 2010-2013
- Strategic priorities: simplicity; independence; visibility and
outreach; coherence and dialogue
- Thematic approach to increase impact and effectiveness
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Major role in EU rapid responses to food-
related emergencies and animal health
ISSUes:

= BSE

= avian influenza

= contamination of pork by dioxins in Ireland
= melamine in foods

= nicotine in mushrooms

= Q-fever outbreak in the Netherlands

= pathogenic E. coli outbreaks in Germany
and France

= new “Schmallenberg” virus

= Séralini’s study on GMOs

Tainted Egyptian seeds blamed for E.
coli outbreak still on sale; EU bans
further exports

France/ZE.coli : I'EFSA
recommande la cuisson des
graines germeées

Agencia alimentaria europea recomienda
pelar y cocinar verduras mientras no se

identifique origen de 'E.coli' .
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With Member State organisations: increasing support to data collection and other
scientific cooperation (over €9 million euro in 2012 to article 36 cooperation and procurement
with an increase of almost €1 million compared to 2011):

v

v
v
v

But cooperation also with:

v

v
v
v

Food consumption data for exposure assessments
Yearly analysis of EU-wide situation
Cooperation in risk communication

Medium-term planning with Advisory Forum

300 research institutes
Over 1500 experts

EU Agencies
Stakeholders
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- U.S.: FDA, USDA APHIS, USDA FSIS, ARS, EPA
- Health Canada

- B ERAR. HA (FSCI)

- Food Standards Australia
 New Zealand Food Safety Authority

€ 1L T A IE R

Commission

Codex Alimentarius
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with non-EU national food safety organisations:

 U.S.:FDA, USDA APHIS, USDA FSIS, ARS, EPA
Health Canada

Food Safety Commission of Japan

Food Standards Australia

New Zealand Food Safety Authority

with international organisations:

Committed since 2002
to ensuring that Europe’s food is safe

Codex Alimentarius
Commission
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New fields of risk assessments:

New risk assessment methods and guidance

—> nanotechnology, intelligent packaging

new technologies -> cloning

safety of new products -> novel foods
efficacy/benefits -> pesticides, health claims
environmental impact -> GM plants

occupational health, post-market monitoring,
risk comparisons...

36




]G D B HAEKBIICRD

{7 BE
- DA

U R 2 S E S R
(Bl ) - SR i B
. HEIED
NI DR} TR
U 227 il D BEBRTF—FD
rL—=2% AR & 53 bt

37

WU 2 71k % 5e 2 Rk U 7z %

to ensuring that Europe’s food is safe




Improve mid term
Integrated multi-

planning » Science Strategy disciplinary
e 2011-2016 advice
einforce - -> meat inspection
risk » Communication _> nutrition
assessment Strategy 2011-2013 _> antimicrobial
capacity resistance...

(scientific » Improve efficiency

cooperation) (e3 project)

_ Development of
o » Multiannual plan 2013- harmonised

Optimise internal 2015 methodologies
scientific
expertise > External Evaluation &

MB recommendations 201 Collection and

analysis of high-

Risk assessment training _
guality data

Proactive approach
Committed since 2002 tO em erg | ng I'IS kS 38
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