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The OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission (hereafter referred to as the
Terrestrial Code Commission) met at the OIE Headquarters in Paris from 2 to 13
October 2006,
The members of the Terrestrial Code Commission are listed in Appendix I. The agenda
adopted is given in Appendix II.
The Terresirial Code Commission examined various OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code
(hereinafter referred to as the Terrestrial Code) texts in response to Member Countries’
comments received by the end of August, as well as outstanding comments from the
previous meeting and the General Session. During this meeting, the Terrestrial Code
Commission again experienced difficulty in examining some of the commenis because of
the lack of explicit rationale.
The outcome of the Terrestrial Code Commission’ s work is presented as appendices to
this report. Amendments made to existing chapters and previously circulated drafts are
shown as double underlined text, with deleted text in strikeout.
Member Countries should note that, unless stated otherwise, all texts submitted for
comment in this report (Part A) may be proposed for adoption at the 75" General
Session. Depending on the nature of the comments received .on each text, the Terrestrial
Code Commission will indicate in its March 2007 meeting report whether a particular
text will be proposed for adoption or held for further work.
The Terrestrial Code Commission strcu;gly encourages Member Countries to participate
in the development of the OIE’ s international standards by sending comments on this
report. The Terrestrial Code Commission reiterates that it would be very helpful if
comments were submitted as specific proposed text changes, supported by a scientific
rationale.

Comments on this report need to reach the OIE Headquarters by 10 February 2007 in
order to be considered at the next meeting of the Terrestrial Code Commission in March
2007. should be the International Trade Department at:

Comments sent to

2006 45 10 A 2 Axb 13 BITHIF T, 23U @ OIE AT OIE BRiER A RNE
BZ (UT, 2—FEES VMBI NI,
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NN, 8 75 FRSTRE - BIRSWATHEERH L VI Z LITBETR
EChH, FRBEICHL TR T La iy hoMEIZIG LT, =— FERESIE, £3E
BEBIROZDERETIN, BIMEEOLDICERE T3, 2007 £ 3 AoSa#
BRI TFETHD,

a— FEASEMBEIZN L, ZOo®EE>NVTaAr 2%k OIER
BREEOERICEZMTA LD, M BEHTZbDTHE, =— FEESEFaAY
PAL BEARLIC LV EMT O BN XELTRE UTIRHMERD L AE
FRTHDHENIZLEZBRVELBRRE LD TH D,
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trade.dept@oie.int. -
The Director General, Dr B, Vallat, welcomed the members and thanked them for their
willingness to participate in this important work., He noted the need of further close
communication and cooperation among Specialist Commissions, in particular between the

Terrestrial Code Commission and the Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases
(hereafter referred to as the Scientific Commission) for developing and revising chapters
end appendices of the Terrestriai Code, and between the Terrestrial Code Commission
and Aquatic Animal Health Commission (hereinafter referred to a the Aquatic Animals
Commission) for harmonisation of the two Codes.

Dr Vallat briefed the Terrestrial Code Commission on the recent meeting he held with
Presidents of Specialist Commissions and the directors of Scientific and Technical
Department and the International Trade Department. The purpose of that meeting was to
review the terms of reference of the Commissions and to improve coordination between
Commissions and Departments. Arrangements were made to improve the exchange. of
information including documents.

The Terrestrial Code Commission had detailed discussions with Dr Vallat on: BSE
Chapter and Appendix on BSE risk assessment; the future of draft guidelines of
traceability; the review of the Performance, Vision and Strategy [PVS] Instrument and
the development of indicators and manual for evaluators; the terms of reference for the
ad hoc Group on certification; the definition of animal handler as recommended by the
Working Group on Animal Welfare; the urgently needed review of the Code Chapter on
rinderpest; the review of the Code Chapter on zoning and compartmentalisation; and
modification of the Code Chapter on avian influenza,

The Terrestrial Code Commission thanked the following Member Countries for providing
written comments; Argentina, Australia, Canada, Chile, the European Union (EU), Japan,
New Zealand, South Africa, Sudan, Switzerland, Taipei China and the United States of
America (USA).

A. TEXTS WHICH ARE SUBMITTED FOR MEMBER COUNTRY COMMENT
1. General definitions (Chapter 1.1.1.)
After considering many Member Countries’

handler”, including the proposed requirement for certification of competency, the

concerns about the definition of “animal

Terrestrial Code Commission modified the text in the general definitions. An explanation
for this decision may be found under Item 19 Animal Welfare below.
Comments received from countries on the definitions of “slanghter” and “stunning™ will

HWERE., Dr B, Vallatid, ZE2E0T 2 & & bz, BEEREE~OHEBHZM
IR A R~ T, ik, o — FOREEHHIOERRMEEOEDICEMEE S,
BiCa— FEES LBSHZESOM CHRELRER - BHBKETHEZ L, FRIC
FEEEENA B A N L AKEBEARNO 2 2O - FOFMO DI, =2— FEE
= LKEDHYEBR S ORI THEELEE - MAONKECHDIZ LEFRLE,

Dr Vallat iX, EMEREOBR LRERNTHERVERREREHOMEL & bITHEL
EREDEE OPEE 21— FERRILR T, TOSEa0HNE, ERSOFTEHF
HORBELE, ZESLEAHBOEREZRT L THoTc. TORR, XEEST
BHORLY LV 2WET LI OO OB Thii,

a— FEES X UTOBEEIZ 2V TC, Drvallat & 3FHlicb- 58 % 17>  BSE
DE, RUZO U A7 OWTOMEA; FL—HEITF 4 —DHA FFA4 VR
FEDA % : Performance, Vision and Strategy [PVSITFIEORE L, WONTEF MO8
OEERUO~= 2T VOER ; BB OWVWTOT Ny 2 28 ~OELHIE . 7
Z2wN I AT 2T RETIT—F S FA—T I X DR E A/ Animal
Handler BV EURE) DER ; BEMOBWFECEDCREL ; IR E B R
—FAUFOBERIZOVWTOEDREL ; 1 7T PFIZHONWTDEDET,

a—FEESIT, 2 AV bEFEBLEUTOMNEEEHEZ RS D THD,
CTNEF, AR NFUT, AFH, FU, EU, BE, =a—P—F R,
HFr7UH, A—&v, RA R, &4, BE. TAUH,

A MR EZz2 Ay MfENBXEIZONT

1 —#EsE (OF L1LE)

Animal Handler (B ERE) DERICOVT, BIRIEHOMNER:: P 0% { 0MmE
FoOBstER LEFR, o— FEEST, —REBOXDEER{Tolk, ZOHR
BIZOWTOBRRA, TOEA 19 7oAl 7 27TRRLTns,

“L 3% slaughter” BT “K# stunning” OEFBICOVWTEENSF T2 A2 M
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be forwarded to the Working Group on Animal Welfare for further examination.
Noting that there are two different definitions for “surveillance”, one in Chapter
1.1.1.and the other in Appendix 3.8.1,, the Terrestrial Code Commission decided to seek
advice from the Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases, for a single definition of
surveillance, including examination of the closely-related definition of “monitoring”.
The Terrestrial Code Commission reviewed the definitions adopted for ‘veterinary
services’ , ‘veterinary authority’” and ‘veterinary administration’ and the usage of
these terms in the Terrestrial Code. The Terrestrial Code Commission agreed that, in
principle, definitions for the terms ‘competent authority’ , ‘veterinary authority’ and
‘veterinary services’ should be clarified and steps taken to ensure that these terms are
used consistently throughout the Code. The Terrestrial Code Commission proposes to
eliminate the term and instead use one of the other terms
(as appropriate). Only after the definitions have been finalised can the use of the various
terms throughout the Terrestrial Code be reviewed and modified as appropriate.
The revised chapter, which is presented at Appendix III, is circulated among Member
Countries for comment.

‘veterinary administration’

2, Evaluation of Veterinary Services
a) Evaluation of Veterinary Services (Chapter 1.3.3.)
b) Performance, Vision and Strategy Instrument

The Terrestrial Code Commission discussed with Dr Vallat the future development of the
Performance, Vision and Strategy [PVS] Instrument and next steps in the development of
a Handbook and Indicators for conducting evaluations. The Terrestrial Code Commission
noted the work under way and the planned meeting of the ad hoc Gioup on the
Evaluation of Veterinary Services, which will take place from 31 October to 2
November. The Terrestrial Code Commission anticipates reviewing the work of the ad
hoc Group at its March meeting. The PVS Instrument, the Handbook and the Indicators
will not form part of the Code. Rather, they will be published by the OIE as an official
tool for use in the evaluation of Veterinary Services, in accordance with Chapters 1.3.3.
and 1.3.4.

3. Zoning and compartmentalisation

The Terrestrial Code Commission has requested that the Scientific Commission evaluate
the incorporation of the concept of compartmentalisation into specific disease chapters
where applicable.

FHL{HMAT AR, Tow A Yo7 2 TICETAT—% 0 « FA—7 10
ENBATFTETH D,

B LLLEEKA 3.8.0428W T, “surveillance” DEFENRELD T LICELT 21—
FZEB &, “surveillance” DFE—RIZREZIC OV T, T EFHIZEFE T S “monitoring
T OEBLHDETHEERRICMEERD DL Lo T, -
a— R&EB £, ‘veterinary services’ , ‘veterinary authority’ , ‘veterinary administration
T ORBERVINLOHBEO2— FATOERICOWTAEL 2T, a—F
EH=EFAIE LT, ‘competent authority’ . ‘veterinary authority’ }TF  ‘veterinary
services’ WO ABOEREARICL, T b0BEY* x— FEZELUTHE—MICH
WARRETHDLEOFERICELE, =2— FEBSIL, ‘veterinary administration® &
WO HEEFARRL, Mo@ES R AFREEI L ERET S, ERPRERE L.
o— RFefEZE L THWLBR WAL SA@EoENEREL, BIICEETLZ
LRTED,

HRMICH HAREOBERL, 2 A2 bOTDICMBEIBETR LD TH S,

2. BRE Y — € A OFEH

a) MEV—EXAOFM (5 1.3.3.55)

b) Performance, Vision and Strategy F15

o— FRESE, FHMEEOHOFES EERUVEHOERIZEAL T, 4%0 PVS
FEEOER & ROEZIZSNT Dr Vallat EFELE o7, 32— FEESE, #iTH
OFEZE, W2 10 A 31 A5 11 A 2 HEHESATESL TWARET—ERFE
iz TOT FR v 7 2E5O/FRICEETHZLELE, a—FZEE2T3 AD
LBTT FRy 7 &50RREZIERE LTI TETHS, 2B, PVS Fik,
FHEHBRGIERR. 2— FREREEENLVRIAZTH D, 2 b, # 133
BEUOE 134EBZCESWT, BEV—EADOEMICHWEAXFEL LT O
IVARINDFETHD,

3. BRERR = 8= b AV b OB
o— FERARBFERRAICH L. 2005 b AV F OBl E B T KERRH
DEICEDORY AL ERFNT B L Bk LI,
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a) Zoning and comparimentalisation (Chapter 1.3.5.)

An expert was asked to review the chapter and incorporate Member Countries’
comments, taking into account the input from the Scientific Commission’ s concept
paper published in the OIE Bulletin (No. 2006 - 2). On the basis of further discussion,
the Terrestrial Code Commission drafted the revision of Chapter 1.3.5. shown in
Appendix TV, The draft chapter is circulated among Member Countries for comment.

b)
Experts-have been commissioned to develop practical guidelines on the application of the
compartmentalisation concept to avian influenza. There is a possibility of applying these
guidelines simultaneously to Newcastle disecase. The Terrestrial Code Commission
1examined an early draft text and provided feedback to the experts to assist in this work.
| The Terrestrial Code Commission expects to produce a draft for circulation as part of the
March 2007 report.

Practical guidelines on compartmentalisation for avian influenza

4, International transfer of pathogens (Chapter 1.4.5,)

The Terrestrial Code Commission considered comments received from Member
Countries. Reassurance was sought that material removed from the revised chapter would
be retained in the Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals
(hereinafter referred to as the Terrestrial Manual). This was endorsed by the Biological
Standards Commission (hereinafter referred to as the Laboratories Commission) at its
13-15 September meeting, A new edition of the Terrestrial Manual will be developed in
2007. Chapter 1.4.5. will not be removed from the Terrestrial Code. The amendments in
the Code will be harmonised with amendments in the Terrestrial Manual and will be
made at the same time. '

5. Rabies (Chapter 2.2.5.)

The Code Commission followed advice from the Laboratories Commission and updated
this chapter in relation to the vse of recombinant vaccines in a live virus vector.

The revised chapter, which is presented at Appendix V, is circulated among Member
Countries for comment.

6. Paratuberculosis (Chapter 2.2.6)

The Terrestrial Code Commission had decided at its March meeting that it could not
proceed with revision of the Paratuberculosis Chapter without consulting the Biological
Standards Commission on diagnostic methods.

a) MBRERE R~ A bOBEA (8§ 1.35.5)
a— FEELIL OIE 2% (No.2006 - 2) TAR LR E%kR S0 RAME 2 HiCH
THLEFEZELANS, OEDRELERCNERCE a2y FaRHTA X
SEMFICHEE L, SLRABRFOELERLLT, 2— FEESIX. FHIVIC
RENRTHWEE 135 EOBEEREERLE, REDKRIERIZ, = A Fobiz
MBERRLTWHWALDTH S,

b) BA v I FAaDa = r A2 FPERIROWTOERBTA R4V
a— FZERSIIR/A 7N el s a 3= b A2 bOERERIZOWTO
HA RTA DEkE, EHFICEELE, ThbDHA FS5A i3, =a—HFy
AR FRFICEH SN SFIEERH D, 22— FEAESIT, TOEEE2IETS
)il TOREFEZDWTHRIF LEME~BREZRME L, =2— FEESE. 2007
E£3ADREOPC, ZOFRERRTTHETECTH D,

4, WREOREH2BE (5F 1.455)

a— REESE, MEENSLD 2 A > Mo OWTREZ2{Tol, FORE. Tz
L VHIER S i iiosid, BEESBOBHRER D 77 F3&E UT, v==
FAEWD) KB L CHETRESZLEFERLE, Zhicky, £HFEBSD9
B 13 H»E 15 BOSAWBHEHINE, v=a2 T A0, 2007 EI0/ERT 2
TETHDZNETOM, F 14558 E, 2— FroBIBREND Z LGk, T—
FOWIEL, ==27LORELHRAL, ARFIZITY FTECTHS,

5. 3ERFE (8 2.2.5.5)

a2— FERSIIEHEBSOT P RITH W, AR ET 7FrO@ERICEL
TIDEEFH Lz, FRVICHIEERIT, = A bOHICMBEICERLT
WAELDTHSD,

6. I—FF (5 2.2.6.%)
a— FEESIT 3 AOESE T, BB SV TOEMEZEELOBER LICIEI—X
ROBEORLEREDA - LIZTERANVEEREL T,
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The Biological Standards Commission has undertaken to consult experts for advice on
diagnostic methods. Once this information is received and assessed, the Biological
Standards Commission will make recommendation to the Terrestrial Code Commission.
The Terrestrial Code Commission considered that there would be merit in forwarding to
such experts the text circulated among Member Countries as Appendix XXXVII to the
meeting report of September 2005 together 'with the comments subsequently received
from Member Countries.

7. Foot and mouth disease

a) Foot and mouth disease (Chapter 2.2.10.)

The comments received from Member Countries on the chapter were submitted to the
Scientific Commission for consideration. Recommendations from the Scientific
Commission were incorporated by the Terrestrial Code Commission.

As requested in Resolution No, XXX of the 74" General Session, an ad hoc Group was
convened to consider the establishment of a procedure to expedite the recovery of status
in the event of a limited outbreak in a previously FMD free country or zone. The
recommendations of the ad hoc Group were endorsed by the Scientific Commission and
the new article 2.2.10.6.(bis) and a definition for a containment zone were submitted to
the Terrestrial Code Commission for consideration. The recommendations were adapted
for inclusion in the chapter. '
Suggested changes to the chapter, which are at Appendix VI, are circulated among
Member Countries for comment. ,

b) Guidelines for surveillance of foot and mouth disease (Appendix 3.8.4.)

The Terrestrial Code Commission has requested that the Scientific Commission evaluate
the feasibility of incorporating the concept of compartmentalisation inte the FMD
surveillance appendix (Appendix 3.8.4.).

8. Bluetongue

The Terrestrial Code Commission reviewed comments received from Member Countries
and the recommendations from the Scientific Commission. The discussion by an
emergency ad hoc Group on bluetongue held immediately after the meeting of the
Terrestrial Code Commission was also taken into consideration. The texts of the Chapter
and of the Appendix on surveillance were modified accordingly. These texts, which are
presented at Appendices VII and VII, are circulated among Member Countries for

comment,

HEMEB LT, BRI OWTEMRICT FAA REZRDDZEEFERIT TS,
ZOEREZITROSIT Lo, EVEESII o — FEESTEREZITI RIAAT
HD, 23— FEESE, MERICERTRINTHD 2005 £ 9 AoSaBEOMEX
XXVIE &bz, TOBRMNEEISZTR-oTa Ay M EEHE T, EMEICERE
THZEEHERDBEEZLAHTHD,

7. OEHE

a) OEREE (% 2.2.10.5) _
ARTEALTNMEENGZ T2 A0 MIRFEFEL L TREERSICERL
D% - FEERT, BHEEESPLOT FAAAL RAERDANTEZATHD,

# 74 ERSORE No. X X XIZHEW., “hE TORERE Th ot BT
BOTRHHBERD > BB IAT —F ARIEEET 51O OFFEE OMELEMR
FHTA7 PRy 7 280NN, ZOF FRy 784507 F 34 ARHEEES
W EN, HLWE 22106 (bis) RUH LIADHEOERN =2 — FEESOR
SHoft&Eh, TORE, KBICEEMZ OB D L ERoT,

HEVIICHDEERZ, 22X FOT:HJ{CJJD?&!EE:%% LTS bDTHD,

b) DEEEH—_A T RADIHDTA FFA4 L (HH3.8.4.)
o— FEELSEREEESIC. AOBE—A 7 A0MHA] (FfA] 3.84) ~D=
V= F A FOEABEANEENAE I DI OWTRET AL EF L,

8 Tn—xu _
a— RFEASIE, MEE SOOI A PREUHEZERSHEOT FSAL AZBFL
2o AIElZ2— FEESOSEOEHTICAMNE, TA—# ZIionTORAD
T RRy VA TOBERLBE Lz, —_A 7 RO TOERUMAIDIE
i, TRBEELTEESNZ, SMBIECIICH D - 6DXEILZ, =2 A bD
FDIMEERRTLTHhA LD TH B,
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a) Bluetongue (Chapter 2.2.13.)

Considering recent outbreaks in Europe and the understanding that bluetongue is
increasing its geographical distribution in this region, the Terrestrial Code Commission
modified the northern latitude boundary in Articles 2.2,13.1. and 2.2.13.2,

Article 5 was deleted as ‘per the Scientific Commission’ s recommendation. The
Terrestrial Code Commission considers that the risks associated with importation from a
bluetongue infected country are adequately addressed in the commodity articles.

The request to reassess the possibility of allowing importation of semen/embryos/oocytes
from vaccinated donors was considered by the Terrestrial Code Commission. It was
determined that this is already covered by relevant articles in the chapter.

b}
Comments received from Member Countries on the first draft of the guidelines on

Bluetongue surveillance guidelines

surveillance for bluetongue were reviewed by the Scientific Commission and appropriate
changes to the text were made. The Terrestrial Code Commission noted the incorporation
of the concept of compartmentalisation in these surveillance guidelines and questioned
how this could be applied, in practice, to anything more than an individual holding, such
ag artificial insemination centres and quarantine stations. The principle of vector free
premises is already well established in the Code without the need to consider the
application of compartmentalisation. The Terrestrial Code Commission will further
consider incorporating the concept of compartmentalisation in the bluetongue chapter in
light of future comments from Member Countries.

9. Bovine brucellosis (Chapter 2.3.1.)

Significant comments were received from several Member Countries. The comments
were reviewed by the Scientific Commission, which determined that the complex
technical nature of the comments required consultation and that an ad hoc Group would
be convened in February 2007,

10. Bovine spongiform encephalopathy

a) Risk assessment recommendations (Appendix 3.8.5.)

Among a substantial number of comments suggesting modifications and better linkage to
Chapter 2.3.13., the Terrestrial Code Commission recognised it should first address a
comment from New Zealand requesting clarification of the purpose of this Appendix in
relation to a set of guidelines titled “BSE Questionnaire for country status recognition”
prepared by the Scientific Commission. The OIE has agreed to conduct procedures to
recognise the BSE status of Member Countries. In view of this, the Terrestrial Code

a) Th—F7 (82213 #)
EEDI—a v B ARERVZOMIBRICEIT 37 —7 0 O HERR) 3 O
MRZEFELT, a— FEASE, F 22.13.L.5K KR 221325000 IR OIEE
2T o7, :

#5%&i3, BHEERESO7 FASL A0 LBVHIBRERE, 23— FEESIE. T—
F v SERENGOEAETS U A2, HEROEE CHEHEIZEDILTND &
ELZTN5,

SO FRESIU S FUERE P b ORI/ IR/ T OEASTEENE 3 D,
BB RELVIBRIESOVTHREEB IR, LALIhiZ 20T, 7
TCRAEOMEEEOH THARA-ENTHB EWIFERIGELE,

b) FRA—B o TP FUADTDDHA FFL

TN— B o TP =R G ADEHDHA FTFA4 VOERIZOOCMNSEEN S
oAy i, AEZERCL VBN, LREZFEOLREEANL LRE, 2—
FERSIE, V—_A TV ADLDDIHA FTA Dz i— Ay b OEEE
Hizo>nT, ATEREE Y —oRERO L Y RANOHEZREZEL: CEHTAZ L
BIRERITTTEED E 5 PEMET o . ENBHRCRWEITIC SV TORRI,
2YRN— A FOBEAEERE LT, BHEOI—FEBWTTTIREDLN
TWb, o1— FEELE, NMEED =R hEREAT, TA—F 2/ OE~D
YR— bR FOBSEREY S BICREFT A TFETH D,

9. DT NETH (8 23.15F)

W OOMBENLEESRRIA L BTz, TOaAy MIRREERSILX
DRESNER, 2 A2 MEERNICEETCH -7 Z LB EMFRIC L 2HF S
ElLXh, 20002 HIC7 FAR vy 7S8R HML Z E Lo T0,

10. HHEARIR I FE

a) U 27 FHMEICEET 2 HEIREEIE (FfFR] 3.8.5.)

ARRAOBIE, BLUE 23 3.2 0FEBICER LEZEL Oai EFELNE
PE, a— REESE, TREERSMER L “BSE A7 —F ROz OHE
Mi&” LELE—EONA F74 L OBFRbEEIC, ZOMO R ZmrEbd
RETCHDL] EDma—V—=F N0z A MCOWTEIICHSE T/, OIE
X, MBED BSE A7 —# AT DO FHmEx & EHET 52 LIt CliaEL
T3, ZOfHa— REESE, BSE V A7 O EBICERE T REERELZTED
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Commission was of the opinion that Appendix 3.8.5. on factors to consider in conducting
BSE risk assessment should be incorporated, without further review by the Terrestrial
Code Commission, into the documents used for the official OIE categorisation of
Member Countries. )

Once such guidelines become available to Member Countries on the OIE website or
otherwise, the Terrestrial Code Commission will propose to Member Countries that
current Appendix 3.8.5. be dropped from the Terrestrial Code. 1t was agreed that any
detailed and very prescriptive documents should not be part of the Terrestrial Code.

b) Bovine spongiform encephalopathy (Chapter 2.3.13.)

Some Member Countries requested clarification of the term “imported” appearing in
Article 2.3.13.2. point a} Release assessment, The Terrestrial Code Commission was of
the view that this should be addressed in Chapter 1.3.5. as it is a general consideration in
implementation of zone and compartment.

The Terrestrial Code Commission examined outstanding concerns raised by the EU and
Japan regarding the risk of potentially infected animals present in the age cohorts born
before the risk management measures were enforced. As a result, Articles 2.3.13.6,,
2.3.13.7. and 2.3.13.12. were modified.

The Terrestrial Code Commission was informed by the EU that an article from French
scientists (D. Calavas, V. Supervie, E. Morignat, D. Costagliola & C. Ducrot) has been
accepted for publication in the Journal on Risk Analysis and will be published very soon.
This document will provide the scientific rationale for changes made to the compliance
period (i.e. the period of 7 years from the reporting of the case changed to 11 years from
the birth of the case - Article 2.3.13.3. paragraph 3 b).

A Member Country requested to exclude the transverse processes of the thoracic and
lumbar vertebrae and the wings of the sacrum from the definition of the vertebral column
in point 2 of Article 2.3.13.13. The Terrestrial Code Commission did not adopt this
recommendation because it doubted if the proposed definitions would be universally
practicable or enforceable.

The Terrestriall Code Commission examined comments from a Member Country
regarding the safety of gelatine irrespective of the origin of source material due to the
safety of the production process. Based on the supporting document and a risk
assessment recently published by the New Zealand Food Safety Authority (NZFSA,
2005, Wellington) and entitled “Officials’ Review of New Zealand’ s BSE
Country-Categorisation Measure”

(http://www .nzfsa.govi.nz/imported-food/bse-categorisation/report/index.htm), the
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Terrestrial Code Commission decided to revise Article 2.3.13.14. to allow all cattle bones
to be used as a source material for the production of gelatine, provided the cattle have
passed ante-mortem and post-mortem inspections.

The revised chapter, which is presented at Appendix IX, is circulated among Member
Countries for comment.

c) ‘Surveillance for bovine spongiform encephalopathy (Appendix 3.8.4.)

The Terrestrial Code Commission examined comments received from Member Countries
on this Appendix. Noting that some questions remain on the usage of the full BSurvE
model instead of Appendix 3.8.4., the Terrestrial Code Commission reiterated its
intention as follows: Appendix 3.8.4. was developed using a modified version of the
BSurvE model so that it would be easily applicable to any Member Country. However,
the Terrestrial Code Commission does not see any problem in a Member Country
choosing to use the full BSurvE model to estimate its BSE presence/prevalence. The
reason why Appendix 3.8.4. does not make any reference to the BSurvE model as an
alternative method is that the concept of equivalence underpins all chapters of the
Terrestrial Code. .

The Terrestrial Code Commission did not adopt country recommendations to modify
descriptions of cattle sub-populations, as those used in the Appendix are consistent with
commonly used terminology. The Terrestrial Code Commission did not adopt a request
to expand Table 1 (Appendix 3.8.4.) to provide a more detailed breakdown of cattle
sub-populations because it considered that additional detail and complexity would not be
helpful. Member Countries wishing to apply a more expanded version for RSE
surveillance can use the BSurvE model,

d) .
The Terrestrial Code Commission received 2 fully revised supporting document on BSE

Supporting document

prepared by a group of experts. The document was commissioned to provide supporting
scientific evidence for recent changes made to the chapter on BSE. All Commission
members expressed their sincere appreciation to the experits who contributed to the
drafting of the report.

The supporting document, which is presented at Appendix XXVIII, is circulated among

Member Countries for information.

11. Equine influenza (Chapter 2.5.5.)
The Temrestrial Code Commission reviewed country comments on the draft chapter,
which was circulated as part of its meeting report in March 2006. The chapter was
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revised taking these comments into consideration. Most significantly, the chapter was
modified to be consistent with the format and the purpose of the Code. Articles were
modified to meet the requirements for safe trade rather than identifying the status of
importing country.

Submissions suggesting all trade in horses would require excessive quarantine period,
including when imported into countries not free of disease, are not justified. Consistent
with the approach of the Code, only countries or zones that are free or have adopted
official control for the disease should require the application of measures recommended
in the chapter. Countries that are not free and do not have a control programme should
only require measures equivalent to those applied within the country.

The Terrestrial Code Commission received an enquiry about. the scientific basis for
recommending that no measures be applied in regard to trade in equine semen and
embryos (see Article 2.5.5.5. in the working draft). The Terrestrial Code Commission
sought additional advice from experts and will revisit this issue at its March meeting. In
the meantime, this article is placed ‘under study’

In response to an enquiry about the scientific rationale for adopting a period of 30 days
(see Article 2.5.5.10.) as opposed to 21 days (used elsewhere in the draft chapter), the
Terrestrial Code Commission requested clarification from the members of the ad hoc
Group on Equine Influenza. In the absence of definitive advice on this point, the
Terrestrial Code Commission decided to adopt a period of 21 days throughout the
chapter,

The revised chapter, which is presented at Appendix X, is circulated among Member
Countries for comment.

12, Equine diseases (other than equine influenza)
a) Equine infectious anaemia (Chapter 2.5.4.)
b) Equine piroplasmosis (Chapter 2.5.6.)

c) Equine rhinopneumonitis (Chapter 2.5,7,)

The Terrestrial Code Commission examined further comments received on Chapters
2.5.4., 2.5.6. and 2.5.7. As for equine infectious anaemia, country comments on point 3
of Article 2.5.4.2. were accepted to cover equines imported on a temporary basis. As for
equine piroplasmosis, point 3 of Article 2.5.6.2. was modified to give clear guidance. In
response fo member country requests, “equine herpes virus infection” was adopted in
Article 2.5.7.2. and added to the chapter title in parentheses. The reference to equme
rhinopneumonitis cannot be deleted as this is the name used in the Manual,
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The revised chapters, which are presented at Appendix XI, XII and XIIL are circulated
“|among Member Countries for comment.

b) Glanders (Chapter 2.5.8.)

The Terrestrial Code Commission examined newly-received comments on glanders in
addition to those received for its March meeting. Recognising the use of surveillance
programmes, Article 2.5.8.2. was modified based on a comment from Member Countries.
Point 3 of Article 2.5.8.3. was deleted, as testing is considered unnecessary for equines
from glanders free countries. Point 3 of Article 2.5.8.4. was modified from 15 to 30 days
based on a proposal from a Member Country for reasons of practicality in line with other
disease test periods. Article 2.5.8.5. was deleted, as the Terrestrial Code Commission
concerns about exemption from testing for equines,

agreed with Member Countries’
even for immediate slaughter, taking into account the zoonotic potential of B. malleus.
The revised chapter, which is presented at Appendix XIV, is circulated among Member
Countries for comment. In this Appendix, modifications made during this meecting on the
text from the September 2005 report are indicated with a coloured background to
distinguish the two groups of proposal.

c) Equine viral arteritis (Chapter 2.5.10.)

The Terrestrial Code Commission examined comments received from Member Countries
and made appropriate changes.

The main change in Aiticle 2.5.10.2, relates to young horses with maternal antibodies.
Articles 2.5,10.4, and 2.5.10.5. relating to fresh and frozen semen were combined.

The revised chapter, which is presented at Appendix XV, is circulated among Member
Countries for comment, In this Appendix, modifications made during this meeting on the
text from the September 2005 report are indicated with a coloured background io
distinguish the two groups of proposal.

13. Classical swine fever (Chapter 2.6.7.)

The Terrestrial Code Commission reviewed Chapter 2.6.7., which was largely
restructured and adopted in last General Session, and recognised that certain articles may
still need revision. To avoid possible confusion between point 2 of Article 2.6.7.3. and
Article 2.6.7.5,, titles of sub-article in Article 2.6.7.3. were modified to clarify that this
article concerns the initial attainment of free status, while the word “previously” was
inserted in Article 2.6.7.5. to clarify that this article concerns recovery of free status. In
light of Member Countries” comments, the title of Article 2.6.7.4. was modified to
clarify the difference between Articles 2.6.7.3. and 2.6.7.4. (being with/without infection
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in the wild pig population). Point 2 of Article 2.6.7.4. was modifted to clarify the intent
of these articles.

As for Member Countries’
be kept in free countries/zones or compartments to obtain free status (30 days per Article
2.6.7.5.; 3 months per Article 2.6.7.7. and subsequent articles), the Terrestrial Code
Commission decided to seek advice from the Scientific Commission.

Suggested changes to the chapter, which are presented at Appendix XVI, are circulated
among Member Countries for comment.

comments about harmonising time periods that animals must

14. Avian influenza

a) Avian influenza (Chapter 2.7.12.)

Although few comments were received on this revised chapter from Member Countries,
the Terrestrial Code Commission nioted that the Central Burean has been receiving many
inquiries, from Member Countries and industry representatives, about the health status of
particular countries following occurrences of HPNAI infection in various birds including
wild birds and zoo birds. The Terrestrial Commission therefore clarified the definition of
poultry (see point 2 of Article 2.7.12.1).

Considering the ongoing difficulty of Member Countries in applying the measures in the
Code, which has resulted in trade bans being imposed following the reporting of any
findings, including reports in birds other than poultry, a new point 4 clarifying the
obligations of countries was added to Article 2.7.12.1.

The Terrestrial Code Commission also provided a clarification in regard to the detection
of antibodies in the absence of virus. Further investigation should be conducted to
identify the source of the antibodies. This should not be considered as an occurrence of
infection if further investigation fails to isolate the virus or to detect viral RNA.,
Suggested changes to the chapter, which are presented at Appendix XVII, are circulated
among Member Countries for comment.

b) Guidelines for the surveillance of avian influenza (Appendices 3.8.9.)

After reviewing countries’ comments, the Terrestrial Code Commission revised the title
of Article 3.8.9.5. to clarify that it refers to countries declaring that they have regained
freedom. _

Suggested changes to the Appendix, which are presented at Appendix XVII, are

circulated among Member Countries for comment.
c) Guidelines for the inactivation of avian influenza virus (Appendix 3.6.5.)
The Terrestrial Code Commission reviewed a research paper titled *“Thermal Inactivation
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of H5N1 High Pathogenicity Avian Influenza Virus in Chicken Meat” published by Drs
C. Thomas and D. Swayne (Rescarch report to the USDA, 2006 April 25), which was
sent by a Member Couniry for the purpose of reconsidering the conditions stipulated in
Article 3.6.5.2, The Commission used this paper as a basis to modify the
recommendations on the thermal inactivation of avian influenza virus in poultry meat.
Article 3.6.5.1. was modified based on a communication from Dr Swayne regarding his
review of his research findings on egg products.

Suggested changes to the Appendix, which are presented at Appendix XIX, are circulated
among Member Countries for comment.

15. Bovine and small ruminant semen (Appendix 3.2.1.)

The Terrestrial Code Commission examined comments received from Member Countries
on the chapter. A comment on point 2 a) in Article 3.2.1.5. recommending to remove the
requirement for a serological test in the case of animals from brucellosis free countries
was not adopted, as the current definition of ‘free country’ does not assume that all
animals are free of infection,

A suggestion on Article 3.2.1.5 point 3 to use RT-PCR as a suitable testing method was
forwarded to the Laboratories Commission for review. An inquiry on the possibility of

" |transmission of border discase via semen was forwarded to an expert for advice,

16. Animal identification and traceability

The Terrestrial Code Commission noted the report of the third meeting of the ad Aoc
Group on Identification and Traceability of Live Animals, which is at Appendix XXV
for Member Countries’
a)
3.5.1.)
The Terrestrial Code Commission addressed the recommendations of the ad hoc Group
and of the Animal Production Food Safety Working Group in revising the principles. The
revised Appendix, which is presented at Appendix XX, is circulated among Member

information.
General principles for animal identification and traceability (Appendix

Countries for comment.

b) Guidelines for animal identification and traceability

The Terrestrial Code Commission noted the progress made by the ad hoc Group on the
guidelines for animal identification and traceability. It noted questions from Member
Countries about the intended future status of the guidelines and the need to retain a focus
on outcomes rather than to develop prescriptive guidance based on system design
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