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IMPORTANT FACTS:
s Calves born in Mexico are of similar genetics (breeds) as calves born in the U.S.
e When the calves are born on ranches in Mexico, they are raised inasimilar

productjon system as those used in the U.S.
Once calves destmed for the U.S. are weaned from their mothers, they are exported «

4

to the U.S.
e °  Once in the U.S. calves are raised in the same production system as U.S. born

calves.

"Calves born in Mexico are fed and raised under similar conditions as calves in the United
States. In Mexico, beef catile prodyction is centered in three main geographzcal regions
(Northern, Central and Southern), each of which is d}fferennated by prevailing climate,
feeding/production system, aid environmentally feasible breeds. I the northern part of’
Mexico, the land is arid and cattle are fattened on concentrate diets or sold to the
neighboring U.S. states. The production in arid zones is st'rongly oriented towards the
export 'Qf feeder 'callv'es to the United States; thérefbrc, specialized breeds like Angus,
Heréfo;td, and Charolais are predominailt (Sénchez, et al., ‘1999). .Additiona;ly', production
in central and southern regions is largely based on pasture and the Bos indicus breeds
(Indubrasil, Brahman, Guzerat, Gyr, among other'f;reeds) are the predominéie bioloéical
types that are sold in local markets '(Lastra and Galarza, 1998; Viliegas et al., ZOQi). These

breeds are also represiénted in the feeder cattle population exported to the U.S. system.



The climates in the Southwest regions of the U.S. are the same as those in the Northern

States of Mexico. In addition, catile breeds and feeding practices are similar to-those in the
U.S. The number of cattle exported to the U.S. is dependant on a number of factors
including ‘environmental conditions which impact available nutrieuts important for

conceptr_orr during breedmg season, and milking ability during growing. seasons

As already stated, the production system for Mexican born calves is the same as T.II;S. born
‘calves as they are raised, grown, fed in feedlots and slaughtered in the same productron ‘
facﬂmes. Calves enter the after weaning between 6 and 12 months of age. Once they enter
the U.8. they either are released on wheat or grass pasiures for growqrg/backgrourrdmc '
purposes or they go directly into feedlots and fed high concentrate diets for fattening
purposes (the same process as U.S. fed cattle). Because they are raised in-ﬂre same

environmental and production system as U. S. cattle, there are no differences in quality or

physiological maturity as U. 8. calves of similar genetics and chronological age (Paschal et

al., 1995). Cattle born in Mexico are cons1dered U.S. grown since they are fed and raised

under the same production system.
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