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米国におけるＢＳＥ疑似陽性牛について

１．６月１０日（現地時間 、米国農務省（ＵＳＤＡ）から、米国に）
おけるＢＳＥ疑似陽性牛に関し、次の内容の発表があった。

（１）昨年６月１日に開始した米国におけるＢＳＥ拡大サーベイラ
ンスにおいて一次検査（エライザ法）で擬陽性となり、その後
の確認検査（免疫組織化学的検査）で陰性となった３例につい
て、米国農務省監査局（ＯＩＧ）の勧告に基づき、今週ウェス
タンブロット法による再検査を実施したが、１例のみウェスタ
ンブロット法で陽性の結果が得られた。

（ ） （ ）２ ２つの方法 免疫組織化学的検査及びウェスタンブロット法
で異なる結果が得られたことから、国際獣疫事務局（ＯＩＥ）
のＢＳＥのリファレンス研究所（英国）に検体を送付するとと
もに、ＵＳＤＡにおいても更なる検証を行うこととしている。

（ ） 、 （ ）３ なお 当該牛は食用が禁止されている歩行困難牛 ダウナー
であり、死体は焼却されているとのこと。

２．６月１３日（現地時間 、ジョハンズ農務長官から次の内容につ）
いて発言があった。

（ ） 、 （ ） 。１ 当該牛は 飼料規制開始 １９９７年 以前の牛であること

（２）最終結果までには、２週間程度かかること。

（参考）米国において確認された一次検査陽性牛

参考資料１

一次検査 確認検査

判定

検査日 検査方法 結果 確定日 確認検査法 結果

１ 2004年6月25日 エライザ法 陽性 2004年6月30日 免疫組織化学的検査 陰性 陰性

２ 2004年6月29日 エライザ法 陽性 2004年7月2日 免疫組織化学的検査 陰性 陰性

３ 2004年11月18日 エライザ法 陽性 2004年11月23日 免疫組織化学的検査 陰性 陰性
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"Since the USDA enhanced surveillance program for BSE began in June 2004, more than 

375,000 animals from the targeted cattle population have been tested for BSE using 

a rapid test. Three of these animals tested inconclusive and were subsequently 

subjected to immunohistochemistry, or IHC, testing. The IHC is an internationally 

recognized confirmatory test for BSE. All three inconclusive samples tested negative 

using IHC. 

 

"Earlier this week, USDA's Office of the Inspector General (OIG), which has been 

partnering with the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, the Food Safety and 

Inspection Service, and the Agricultural Research Service by impartially reviewing 

BSE-related activities and making recommendations for improvement, recommended that 

all three of these samples be subjected to a second internationally recognized 

confirmatory test, the OIE-recognized SAF immunoblot test, often referred to as the 

Western blot test. We received final results a short time ago. Of the three samples, 

two were negative, but the third came back reactive. 

 

"Because of the conflicting results on the IHC and Western blot tests, a sample from 

this animal will be sent to the OIE-recognized reference laboratory for BSE in 

Weybridge, England. USDA will also be conducting further testing, which will take 

several days to complete. 

 

"Regardless of the outcome, it is critical to note that USDA has in place a sound 

system of interlocking safeguards to protect human and animal health from 

BSE-including, most significantly, a ban on specified risk materials from the human 

food supply. In the case of this animal, it was a non-ambulatory (downer) animal and 

as such was banned from the food supply. It was processed at a facility that handles 

only animals unsuitable for human consumption, and the carcass was incinerated. 



"USDA's enhanced surveillance program is designed to provide information about the 

level of prevalence of BSE in the United States. Since the inception of this program, 

we have fully anticipated the possibility that additional cases of BSE would be found. 

And, in fact, we are extremely gratified that to date, more than 375,000 animals have 

been tested for the disease and, with the exception of the conflicting results we 

have received on this one animal, all have ultimately proven to be negative for the 

disease. 

 

"USDA is committed to ensuring that our BSE program is the best that it can be, keeping 

pace with science and international guidelines, and to considering recommendations 

made by OIG and others in this regard. We are committed to ensuring that we have the 

right protocols in place-ones that are solidly grounded in science and consistently 

followed. After we receive additional test results on this animal, we will determine 

what further steps need to be taken and what changes, if any, are warranted in our 

surveillance program." 

 

 

 


