(2001 )






"Risk Communicationfor FoodinJapan (A ComparisontothatonChemicals)"

Dr. Jun Sekizawa,
Professor, the Facultyofthel ntegratedArtsandSciences,theT okushima University

TheWayofthinkinginFoodSafetyandin chemicas common in many ways, but is different in
some way. Foodisabasicel ementtokeeplifeandhealthofal Ipeople.Tothecontrary,exposure
to chemica substances is limited by region in case of environmenta pollution, and by individual
usage.

When wefind a risk with a chemical substance, we normally solve it by banning the usage and
develop its replacement. Food safety should be secured by food suppliers and checked by
administration with its certain regulations. But consumers choose whatever they like without
limitations. So, proper information disclosure for consumer smart choice or their own initiative
shoul dbe guaranteed.

Wehavevariousdifficulties,however,to putitintopracticeinJapan.First, we depend heavilyon
food imports. It's necessary to be careful on the movement of international food regulations and
World Trade Organization. Also, many developments are seen in novel food ingredients and
processing technology. For instance, food made from GMO. They are consideredto have thesame
identities as with existing food. But it gives highly artificial proceeded not only by the scientific
check but al soby themutual agreement based onthethoroughdiscussion withinthe society.



