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RATIONALE FOR THE REVISION OF THE CHAPTERS 11.4. AND 1.8. OF THE
TERRESTRIAL CODE  (#i#%)

Since July 2018, four ad hoc Groups on bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) have been held to
review Chapter 1.8. Application for official recognition by the OIE of risk status for bovine spongiform
encephalopathy and Chapter 11.4. Bovine spongiform encephalopathy of the OIE Terrestrial Animal
Health Code (Terrestrial Code).

Purpose of this document

Given the extensive nature of this work this document has been developed to collate the rationales for
the proposed amendments to Chapters 11.4. and 1.8. into a single document to facilitate their review by

the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission (the Code Commission).

References are provided to the respective meeting reports where the discussion substantiating the

proposed amendments can be found:

Reference to the report

Ad hoc Group Meeting dates

within this document
BSE risk assessment (first meeting) 3-5 July 2018 RA1
BSE surveillance 3-5 October 2018 Surv

BSE risk assessment (second meeting)  20-22 November 2018 RA2

BSE risk assessment and surveillance 18-21 March 2019 RA&Surv

1. Revised Chapter 11.4.
1.1. Article 11.4.1. General provisions
Revisions were made to ensure better alignment with the structure of other disease-specific chapters.
Current Article 11.4.1. was split into two: Article 11.4.1. on General provisions, and Article 11.4.1.bis. on
Safe commodities, and definitions of terms applicable to this chapter, including a case definition, were
grouped at the beginning of the Article 11.4.1 (RA&Surv).



b) Atypical BSE

The ad hoc Groups considered how atypical BSE should be addressed in the Terrestrial Code.

Currently, Chapter 11.4. states in Article 11.4.1. that “For the purposes of official BSE risk status
recognition, BSE excludes "atypical BSE' as a condition believed to occur spontaneously in all cattle
populations at a very low rate”. The ad hoc Group acknowledged that while the eradication of classical
BSE might be feasible assuming its transmissibility via contaminated feed, the eradication of atypical
BSE might remain elusive if cases occur spontaneously. However, the ad hoc Group highlighted the
uncertainty associated with the origin of all BSE agents, including atypical BSE, the potential
transmissibility of atypical BSE through contaminated feed and any zoonotic risk that might result from
the recycling of atypical BSE agent in ruminant feed (RA2). For this reason, the ad hoc Group prepared
an overview of relevant literature on the risk of atypical BSE being recycled in a cattle population and its

zoonatic potentials (provided as Appendix IV of RA&Surv).

With regard to the risk of recycling of atypical BSE, recently published research confirmed that the L-
type BSE prion (a type of atypical BSE prion) can be orally transmitted to calvess. In light of this
evidence, and the likelihood that atypical BSE could arise as a spontaneous disease in any country,
albeit at a very low incidence, the ad hoc Group was of the opinion that it would be reasonable to
conclude that atypical BSE is potentially capable of being recycled in a cattle population if cattle were
to be exposed to contaminated feed. Therefore, the recycling of atypical strains in cattle and broader

ruminant populations should be avoided (RA&Surv).

The ad hoc Group acknowledged the challenges in demonstrating the zoonotic transmission of atypical
strains of BSE in natural exposure scenarios. Overall, the ad hoc Group was of the opinion that, at this
stage, it would be premature to reach a conclusion other than that atypical BSE poses a potential

zoonotic risk that may be different between atypical strains (RA&Surv).

The ad hoc Group concluded that while the occurrence of a case of atypical BSE, regardless of the origin
(imported or indigenous), would not impact a country’s BSE risk status by itself, it was nevertheless
important to consider the potential recycling of all BSE agents, not only of classical BSE, in the exposure
assessment (section 3.2. of RA2). As a result, atypical BSE is considered in the recognition of a country’s
BSE risk status as the existing Article 11.4.1. implies (RA2 and RA&Surv).

Based on this information, the ad hoc Group proposed amendments to Article 11.4.1. and point 1(b) of
Article 11.4.2. to emphasise the potential for atypical BSE to be recycled in a cattle population if cattle
were to be exposed to contaminated feed, and to points 3(a) and 4. of draft Article 11.4.3. to clarify the

impact and the way to address atypical BSE cases. As a consequence, the statement ““For the purposes of



official BSE risk status recognition, BSE excludes 'atypical BSE' as a condition believed to occur

spontaneously in all cattle populations at a very low rate” was removed (RA2 and RA&Surv).

1.11. Article 11.4.9. Recommendations for importation of fresh meat and meat products from a

country, zone or compartment posing a negligible BSE risk

The ad hoc Group reviewed the recommendations listed in current Article 11.4.10., and, consistent with
the proposed approach in the amended Article 11.4.6., the ad hoc Group recommended that fresh meat
and meat products imported from a country, zone or compartment posing a negligible BSE risk should be
derived from cattle that passed ante-mortem inspection and were born during the period when the
likelihood of the BSE agent being recycled in the cattle population has been assessed to be negligible.
The ad hoc Group proposed alternative provisions for meat and meat products derived from cattle that

were not born during this period (RA&Surv).

The ad hoc Group emphasised that post-mortem inspection is not considered relevant for BSE and
recommended any reference to post-mortem inspection be removed wherever currently used in the

chapter. (RA&Surv).

The ad hoc Group suggested to amend the titles of Articles 11.4.9. to 11.4.11. to reflect that these

correspond to fresh meat and meat products, as fresh meatis a glossary term.
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