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What gave rise to EFSA’s
establishment ?

e Succession of food scares (e.g.,BSE,
dioxins)

e The creation of agencies to handle food
Issues at national level

e Dissension within EU over risk assessments
(e.g. the argument over the safety of British

beef) =
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EFSA’s Mission

The Authority shall provide scientific advice
and scientific and technical support for the
Community’s legislation and policies in all
fields which have a direct or indirect impact
on food and feed safety. It shall provide
independent information on all matters
within these fields and communicate on

risks. ————
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Management Board composition

e 14 members who are not Member State
representatives

e Appointed on basis of individual expertise and
competence (independence important)

e Appointed by Council based on suggestion from
Parliament

¢ \Widely varying backgrounds (e.g. consumer,
government, food safety authority, agriculture, retails

and scientific experience) I
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Advisory Forum composition

e Comprises Member States representatives
e Commission representative

¢ Representation from food safety authorities or
other organisations with roles similar to EFSA

e One representative per Member State with
option to bring in specialist support

e Special invitees (e.g. Norwa):"S\/v__i_tig__.,rland)
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Eight Scientific Panels
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e Food additives, flavourings, processing aids, materials
in contact with food (AFC)

e Additives and products in animal feed (FEEDAP)

¢ Plant Health, Plant Protection Products (PPR)

e Genetically Modified Organisms (GMO)

e Dietetic products, nutrition and allergies (NDA)

¢ Biological hazards (BIOHAZ)

e Contaminants in the food chain (CONTAM) g
e Animal Health and Welfare (AHAW) ==
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The Scientific Committee

Composition
e Chairs of the 8 Scientific Expert Panels

® 6 scientists not members of the panel

Role
e General co-ordination, interface with Panels

e Ad hoc questions involving several panels
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