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Each USDA Export Verification Program facility will design their own methods and
procedures depending on the size and physical operations of the facility. All facilities
that intend to export beef to Japan must submit a detailed description of the
identification, traceability and segregation procedures they will use to ensure that product

destined for Japan is not commingled with nonconforming product.

These methods and procedures must address product from cattle receiving, to slaughter
through fabrication to the finished beef item. USDA conducts a two phase review of
each facility which includes an adequacy evaluation of the submitted methods and
procedures followed by an onsite audit of these procedures to ensure they are effective
and provide sufficient identification, traceability and segregation through the entire

process.

Facilities have submitted procedures and methods that include special identification tags,
grouping of conforming animals together separate from nonconforming animals,
providing gaps in the processing line, processing Japan-destined beef on a specific times,
days or shifts, and processing product after a break in the processing line. The USDA
Export Verification program’ s requirement is that the company process the product in a
manner that will provide proper identification, traceability and segregation of cattle,

carcasses and product to ensure only acceptable product is labeled for export to Japan.
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