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Profile
Key Note Speakers
Mr. Thomas J. Billy
Special Adviser for CODEXandInter national FoodSafety Issues, USDA
Mr. Billy served 2 terms as Chairman of CODEX from 1999 to 2003. As Chairman, Mr. Billy
had developed and gained support from the commission members for an innovative strategy to

improve the efficiency and effectiveness of CODEX, and position it to solve the food safety
issues. (Pleasereferto theattached document of USDA)
Dr. JunSekizawa

Professor, theFaculty ofthel ntegrated Arts andSciences, the Tokushima University
Chairman, RiskCommunicationExpertCommittee, Food Safety Commission
Dr. Sekizawas specialized field is risk assessment and communication of chemical matter,
environment and food. Dr. Sekizawa holds a PhD. degree from the University of Tokyo. Dr.
Sekizawawas a researcher for National I nstituteof Health Sciences from 1981to 2002.

Panelists (except keynote speakers)
Mr. Hiroyuki |shii
Cooperate Councilor, GeneralM anager,
Quality Assurance & ExternalScientific AffairsDepartment, AJINOMOTO CO. INC.
Mr. Ishii is a veterinarian. Mr. Ishii began his career a AJINOMOTO in food additives safety
research a AJINOMOTO Centra Institute of Bioscience from1970. Mr. Ishii aso did research at
the U.S. National Research Center for Environmental Toxicology. Mr. Ishii has been in Quality

Assurance & Externa Scientific Departmentfrom 1985.
Ms. Toshiko Kanda
General Secretary, Shodanren (National Liaison Committee of Consumers Organizations)

Ms. Kanda served a director of Saitama CO-OP, Consumers Co-operative Union from 1986 to
1996. After that Ms. Kanda worked for Shodanren Secretariat to be in charge of food safety. Ms.
Kandaisamember of RiskCommunication Expert Committeeof Food SafetyCommission.

Dr. MasaakiTerada -Coordinator-

Chairman of FoodSafetyCommission

Dr. Terada holds a Doctor of Medical Sicience degree from graduate School of Medicine of
Kyoto University. Dr. Terada served president of National Cancer Center from 1999 to 2002.
Before beginning doing research at National Cancer Center in 1978 Dr. Terada has been an
assistant professor of Colombia Universityfor4dyears.

Mr. YasuhikoNakamura

VisitingProfessor of Meiji University

Mr. Nakamura served senior commentator a NHK, Japan Broadcasting Corporation for many
years. As a journalist Mr. Nakamura has followed a lot of food related issues including BSE case
and false food labeling cases. Mr.Nakamura has been serving as a member of Food Safety
Commission. Mr. Nakamura has a B.S. degreein Literature fromTohokuUniversity.
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Biography: ThomasJ. Billy

Thomas J. Billy was named specia adviser for CODEX and international food safety issuesin
the Office of the Secretary on October 19, 2001. In this position, Mr. Billy focused on hisrole as
the elected chairman of the Codex Alimentarius Commission (CODEX), the United Nation’s
international food-standard setting organization until July 2003. He also provides advice and
counsel to the Secretary regarding issues involving international public health and food safety.

Mr. Billy has considerable international experience, and in July 2001 was elected to a second
two-year term and served as Chairman of CODEX until July 2003. As chairman, Mr. Billy had
developed and gained support from the 165 members of the commission for an innovative
strategy to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of Codex, and position it to address the food
safety issues of the new millennium. Mr. Billy previously served as Vice Chair of Codex
Alimentarius, and has served as nationa coordinator of Codex, U.S. delegate to the Codex
Commission, and U.S. delegate to the Fishery Products Committee. He led bilateral consultations
with the European Community and other countries on harmonizing inspection regulations for
seafood products. He was the lead negotiator for fishery products in the GATT Uruguay Round
from 1987 to 1991.

Mr. Billy previoudy served as administrator for USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service
(FSIS) beginning on October 19, 1996. In this position, he was responsible for USDA’s food
safety activities. Mr. Billy served as associate administrator for Policy and Program
Development from October 1, 1994 until his appointment as administrator. He led the
development of program improvements needed to improve the safety of meat and poultry
products and was responsible for the development of the final rule on Pathogen Reduction and
Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point (HACCP) Systems. He also provided leadership on
the agency’ s regulatory reform initiatives, including a HACCP-based model devel opment project
to redesign daughter inspection and develop new inspection roles beyond the plant, to improve
food safety.

Before joining USDA, Mr. Billy served as the first director of the Office of Seafood within the
Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition at the Food and Drug Administration. He led
efforts to develop an innovative HACCP program to improve seafood safety. From 1985 — 91,
Mr. Billy was deputy director of the Office of Trade and Industry Services within the National
Marine Fisheries Service in the Department of Commerce’ s National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Adminigtration. From 1978 — 85 he was director of that agency’s Utilization Research and
Inspection Office, after having worked as director of its Seafood Safety and Inspection Division
from 1974 — 78.

Mr. Billy began his Federal career in fisheries research involving new harvesting, processing,
and storage technologies and contaminant monitoring. A native of Saginaw, Michigan, he holds
aB.S. degree in chemical engineering from the University of Michigan.





