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Dear Dr Wells,
This is to ask you to provide us with some detailed information on studies for BSE infectivity.
I have learned your name from Dr. Kazuya YAMANOUCHI, emeritus professor of Tokyo
University and BSE expert in Japan. | ’ v

The Government of Japan has an expert advisory committee on TSEs to discuss necessary
measures for removal of bovine vertebral column, from viewpoint of food safety assurance by
protecting foods from contamination with TSEs. During a recent session, the expert committee
referred to some reports adopted by the Science Steering Committee (SSC) in the European
Commission. Some experts pointed out in the session that detailed information on the infectivity of
tissues from cattle with BSE, which underlay scientific evidence of the reports, was necessary for
future discussion. The committee also indicated that it was necessary to know that the
quantitative values of infectivity given in the tables of these reports are theoretical values or
actual measurements. Furthermore, if the values were theoretical, what calculating formula was
used to obtain the values the committee questioned. - ‘

The pieces of information given below are necessary in future discussion by the committee. We
would appreciate it if you could provide us with information related to the following three
documents that have been submitted to the SSC. If there are specific conditions for data you want
us to observe, for example, use limited within the committee, please let us know.

Request for documents : ,
. Publications or documents (if there are no documents in published form) that underlay the

each of the tables below, including detailed analytical methods and results.
. In the case of No. 2, the latest data of the on-going studies obtained after the publication of
the report. ' :
In the case of No. 3, results and related data of quantitative analyses of infectivity that are
not mentioned in your papers of 1996, 1998, and 1999 on the infectivity of each tissue. We have
your papers of 1996, 1998 and 1999. : '

1. OPINION OF THE SCIENTIFIC STEERING COMMITTEE ON HUMAN EXPOSURE
RISK (HER) VIA FOOD WITH RESPECT TO BSE, adopted on 10 December 1999
Table 1: Total Infectivity in a BSE‘ Case

2. REPORT ON TSE INFECTIVITY DISTRIBUTION IN RUMINANT TISSUES (STATE OF
KNOWLEDGE, DECEMBER 2001), prepared by the TSE/BSE Ad Hoc Group and finalized at
its meeting of 13 December 2001. ' ’ '
Table 5: Bioassay of tissues from cattle exposed orally to BSE agent (Pathogenesis Study) by
intracerebral inoculation of cattle (5 per inoculation eroup): details of inocula, according to
sequential kill point of source cattle, inocula and inoculation dates.

3. OPINON AND REPORT ON THE ASSESSMENT OF THE HUMAN BSE RISK POSED BY
BOVINE VERTEBRAL COLUMN INCLUDING DOSAL ROOT GANGLIA, adopted by the
Scientific Steering Committee at its meeting of 16 May 2002.

Table 1: Tentative summary of preliminary estimations on classification of tissues of cattle
according to infectivity after experimental oral or natural exposure to the agent of BSE.

I am looking forward to hearihg from you.
Sincéx‘ely yours,

Toshiro NAKAGAKI





