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Food Safety Basic Act underlines how to ensure the protection of Japanese public health through food safety. The Act 

clarifies responsibilities of local and central governments, food-related businesses in regard to production through 

marketing (e.g. processing, wholesales, and retails). Consumers are also included as a stakeholder to share the 

responsibility of food safety. In this Act, a new concept of ’risk analysis’ was introduced to promote food safety in a 

more comprehensive manner. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Principle of Risk Analysis 

Three Elements of Risk Analysis 

Risk Management  
（MHLW, MAFF, CAA and other related agencies.) 

Based on risk assessments 
 
 
 
 

Set the standards for use, maximum residue limits, etc.. 

Pubic opinion
Cost effectiveness 

Technical aspects 

Risk Communication 
(Consumers, food industries, FSC, CAA, MHLW, MAFF, etc.) 

 
Sharing risk-related information and opinion exchanges among 

stakeholders. (Opinion exchange meetings, public comments, etc.) 

Risk Assessment 
(FSC) 

Oral ingestion of hazardous materials  
in food 

 
 
 

Implement risk assessment 

Scientific 
knowledge 

Neutral and 
impartial position

Objective 
approach

 

Food Safety Commission

● Risk assessment (Assessment
of the effect of food on health)

● Risk communication
● Emergency response

Ministry of Health, 
Labour and Welfare (MHLW)

－Risk management in relation to food 
sanitation－

Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF)

－Risk management in relation to agricultural, 
forestry and fishery products－

Risk Communication
Broad sharing of information and 

mutual exchange of opinions among
stakeholders

Consumers

Ministry of the Environment 

－Risk management in relation to 
environment protection －

Food industries

Cabinet Office
Minister of State for Consumer Affairs 
and Food Safety

● Overall preparation of the administrative 
environment necessary to guarantee food safety

Collection and 
exchange of 
information

Foreign governments, 
international organizations 

and others

Consumer Affairs Agency
(CAA)

-Permission of labeling for “Food for 
specified health uses” (the Health 
Promotion Act)- etc.

Request for risk assessment

Notification of risk assessment/opinion/recommendation

 Collaboration among Government Agencies 


