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Chapter | General Provisions

(Purpose)

Artiche 1 In consideration of the vital importance of precise roponses to the development of science and technology, and o the progros of intermationalization and other changes in the
environment surrounding Japan's dictary habits, the purpose of this Law is to compechensively promote policies to ensure food safery by extabluhing baic principles, by dlarifying the
responsibilitics of the state, kocal governments, and food-related business operators and the roles of consumen, and extablishing a basic direction for policy formulation, in onder to
enisre food wafery.

(Definiticn)

Artiche 2 “Food” 21 used in this Law shall mean all food and drink (excluding drugs and quasi-drags provided by the Pharmacewtical Affaies Law (Law Now 145 of 1960)).

[Basic recognition in taking measunes for enguring food safety)

Artiche 3 Food safery shall be ensared by taking the necessary measures based on the simple recognition that the pratection of che health of cur citirens s a top priemty.

[Appropriate measures ai each stage of the food supply process)

Artiche 4 Food safecty may be affected by cvery dlement in a serics of internal and external food supply processes, from the production of agricultural, forestry, and fabery produces o
food sales (hercinafter referred w0 as “food supply process™); it thus shall be ensured by taking the necessary mesures appeopriately at each sage of the food supply process.

[Prevention of adverse efiects on the health of citizens)

Artiche 5 Food safery shall be ensured by waking the necessary measures on the hasis of scientific knowledge and in sufficiens considerstion of insernational wrends and the opinions of
aitizens with respect to ensuring food safery, for the purpose of preventing adverse effects on the health of citizens due caused by food.

(Responsibilities of the state)

Artichs & The state shall be responsible for comprchensively formulating and implementing policies 1o ensure food safery on the code of busic principles for ensuring food safery.
provided im che preceding theee arices (hereinafier referred wo as the “basic principles”).

(Responsibilities of the local governmenits)

Article 7 Local governments shall be respossible for formulating and implensenting palicies o ensure food safery thar correspoads wo the panaral, econcmic, and socisl conditions of the
area under their jursdicnon, on the code of the basic principles and on the basis of an appropriate shaning of roles with che staze.

[Respansibility of fosd-felaled Butiness operalons)

Artichs B Busiincis operatoss that produce, import, sell, of conduct other basiness for fonilizers, agriculiural chemicals, foed, foed additve, veterinary medicines and other production
materials for agriculnare, foresary, of fishery that may have an effect on food safery, food (including sgriculusral, foresery, and fishery producns used as rrw materials or maseriak),
sdditives (those provided in Ariche 2, paragraph 2 of the Food Sanitation Law (Lw No. 233 of 1947)), appararuses (those provided in Amicle 2, parsgraph 4 of the aaid Law) or
corriners and paciages (those provided in Article 2. parsgraph 5 of the said Law) (hereinafter refereed 1o 23 “food-relaned business eperazon”) shall be resporible for appropriazely
eakeing the meceary mesnares i ensene food mafeey 1t each stage of the food supply process, This will be dose sccording eo the code of the basic principles and o the basis of the
recognition that they bear the peimary resposaibiliey for ensuring food safery when conducting their business activities.

1. In sddicion ro the peovisions of the peeceding paragraph, food-relused business operators shall, in conducting their business activities, malke efferts 1o provide acourase and approprisse
information concerning food and other arvicles related 1o heir own basiness activities an the code of the basic principles.

3. In addicion to the provisions of the proceding rwo paragraphs, food-related business operators shall be repponsible for cooperating in policies that are implemensed by the state of the
lescal gewernments, o the code of the basic principles, to ensure food safery.

(Roles of consumers)

Artiche 8 Consumers shall pluy an sctive role in envaring food wfety by endesvoring w improve their own knowledge and undermanding of food safery snd by making effons 1o expres
their opinions abowt polsces to eraure food wiey

[Legislative measures, efc)

Artiche 10 The governmens shall take legisdative or financial measures and other necessary measures to implement policies to ensure food safery.

Chapter |l Basic Directions for Policy Formulation

(Implementaticn of assessment of the effect of food on health)

Artichs 11 [n formulsting policies oo ensure food safery, sssessmeenit (hereinafier referred o as the “sssessment of the effect of food on healith)) shall be made for each policy on the cfecs
that potentially harmfil biological, chemical, or physical agents in food or the condition of foed have on human bealth, through the ingestion of the food, provided dhar this shall mot
apply to the following ces:

(1) where the assesiment of the effect of food on healsh is explicitly unnecessary in consideration of the contents of the measure:

{2) where the contents and degree of adverse offects on human heahih are clear;

(3) where there is no time 1w conduct an asscssment of the cffoos of food on health in advance in cases where the measure is urgently necessary 1o prevent of control an adverse effect
on buman healch,

2, In cases a5 cised in () of the preceding parsgraph, the amerement of the effect of food on bealth shall be conducted subsequendy and withowt delay,

3. The assessment of the effect of food on health provided in the preceding rwo paragraphs shall be conducted in an objective, neutral, and fair manner on the basis of che state-of-the-art
scientific knowledge of the time.

(Formulation of policies on the basis of the results of the essessment of the efiect of food on heaith in considaration of the conditions of nationals” distary habits and other

circumstances |

Artiche 12 [n formuliring podicies 1o enmare food safery, it shall be conducied for the purpess of prevemting and restraining the adverse effect of food ingemtion on human health, in
consderation of the dictary habiss of ctirens and odher cirpumsances, and on the basis of the resules of the assemment of effecy of food oa bealeh if conducred in sccordance with the
provisions of paragraph | or 2 of the precedang arvicle.

(Promotion of exchanges of inlormation and opinlons)

Artichs 13 [n formuliring pedicies to endure food safety, nocisary measures for promoting the mutual exchange of information and epinisni ameng poroni of pantic concerned, such
a8 proviison of information concerning the policics and the gramting of oppanunities 1o comment on those palicies, shall be eaken v reflocr public opinion in the formulation of the
policies and to enmure the transpasency snd firnew of the proces.

(Establishment of 8 system 1o cope with emergancy and other situntions)

Article 14 [n formulising pelscies to endure food salery, peceinary measures, iuch o atsblishment of 3 syitem 6o cope with or prevent emenpeacy souations that cause o are liable o
cause serious dumage 1o buman bealth by food ingestion, shall be taken 10 prevent such damage,

[Class and mutual cooperation amang relsted sdminisirative bodios)

Artichs 18 [n formuliting podicies to ensure food safery. dose and mutul cooperatson among relased adminisirative bodies shall be made 1o create the necemary measures for ensuring
food safety to be appropristely taken st each stage of the food spply process.

(Estabishment of ressarch and othes systems)

Article 18 [n formulsting pedicies to enure food sty pocemary messures, mch as estshlishment of research gystema, pramotion of rescasch and development, dimemination of remles
therenf and vraining of resesechers, shall be eaken in consideration thas effons i improve scientific knowledge are important for ensuring food wlfery,

[Collection, arrangement, and wilkzation of internal and extemal information)

Artiche 17 In Formulating policies 1o ensare food wafety, necessary measures such as the collection, arrangement, and wtilization of internal and external information shout ensuring food
safety, shall be taken to approprissely and effectively implement the necessary measures for ensuring food safety in response i changes in the enviroament surmounding Japancse
dietary kabis,

(Enguring appropriate labeling)

Artiche 18 In formulating policies 1o ensure food safery, neossary messures for socurarely conveying the information on food, such 15 ensuring the appropeisse operation of 2 food
labeling system, shall be taken in consideration thas food Libeling plays an impartant role in ensuring food safety.
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